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Sent  to  Great  Britain,  by  his  Excrllcncy 
Thomas  Hutchin/on ,  the  Hon.  Andrew 
Oliver,  and  feveral  other  Peilons,  born 

AND  EDUCATED  AMONG  US. 

Which  original  Letters  have  been  returned 
to  sJmenca,  and  laid  before  the  honor¬ 
able  Houle  of  Reprefentativcs  of  this 
Province.-  1 

Ir.  which  (not  with /landing  his  Excellency's 
Declaration  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Ten¬ 
dency  and  Dejtgn  oj  them  was  not  to 
Juhverl  the  Con/fcution,  but  rather  to 
preferve  it  entire)  the  judicious  Reader 
will  difcover  the  fatal  Source  ot  the 
Confufion  andBloodlhed  in  which  this 
Province  efpecially  has  been  involved, 
and  which  threatned  total  Deftruction 
•  to  the  Liberties  of  all  America. 


i  Wc 

g  O  S  TON 
»€d'  by  EDES  and  GILL,  in  Q^en-Strcet  ; 
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Letters,  &c. 


B  oft  on,  1 8ti  June,  1768. 


SIR, 


AS  you  allow  me  the  honour  of  youf 

1  ?  ^  I  may  not  omit  ao 

quajntmg  you  with  fo  remarkable  an 
event  as  the  withdraw  of  the  commiffioners 
of  the  cuftoms  and  moft  of  the  other  officers 
under  them  from  the  town  on  board  the 

Komney,  with  an  intent  to  remove  from  thence 
to  the  cattle. 

In  the  evening  of  the  10th  a  Hoop  belong- 
ing  to  Mr.  Hancock,  a  reprefentative  for  Bofton 
end  a  wealthy  merchant,  of  great  influence  over 
the  populace,  was  feized  by  the  colleftor  and 
comptroller  for  a  very  notorious  breach  of  the 
acts  of  trade,  and,  after  feizure  taken  into  cufto- 
dy  by  the  officer  of  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and  remov’d  under  command  of  her  guns.  Ic 
is  pretended  that  the  removal  and  not  the  feizure 
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incenfed  the  people.  It  Teems  not  very  ma¬ 
terial  which  it  was.  —  A.  mob  was  immediately 
rais’d,  the  officers  infulted,  bruis’d  and  much 
hurt,  and  the  windows  of  fome  of  their  houfes 
broke  ;  a  boat  belonging  to  the  colle'&or  burnt 
in  triumph,  and  many  threats  utter’d  againft  the 
commiffioners  and  their  officers :  no  notice  being 
taken  of  their  extravagance  in  the  time  of  it, 
nor  any  endeavours  by  any  authority  except  the 
governor,  the  next  day  to  difcover  and  puniffi 
the  offenders  ;  and  there  being  a  rumour  of  a 
higher  mob  intended  monday  (the  13th)  in  the 
evening  the  commiffioners, four  of  tbemr  thought 
themfclves  altogether  unfafe,  being  deftitute  of 
protedion,  and  remov’d  with  their  families  to  the 
R  mnev,  and  there  remain  and  hold  their  board, 
and  next  week  intend  to  do  the  lame,  and  alfo 
open  the  cuftormhoofe  at  the  caftle.  The  go¬ 
vernor  prefs’d  the  council  to  affift  him  with  their 
advice,  but  they  declin’d  and  evaded  calling  it 
a  bruffi  r  (mall  difturbance  by  boys  and  negroes, 
oot  c)r  fide  ring  how  much  it  tnu§f  be  refented  in 
England  that  toe  officers  of  the  crown  fhould 
think  the  ml  elves  obliged  to  quit  the  place  of 
their  refidence  and  go  on  board  a  King’s  {hip  for 
lafety,  and  all  the  internal  authority  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  take  no  notice  of  it — The  town  of  Bofton 
have  had  repeated  meetings,  and  by  their  votes 
declared  the  commiffioners  and  their  officers  a 
great  grievance,  and  yefterday  inftrufted  their 
reorefenratives  to  endeavor  that  enquiry  fhould 
be  made  by  the  affembly  whether  any  perfon 
b  writing  or  in  any  other  way  had  encouraged 
che  fending  troops  here,  there  being  Tome  alarm¬ 
ing  reports  that  troops  are  expefted,  but  have 

not 
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ROt  t3iCen  ar.y  meafures  to  difcountenance  the 
promoters  of  the  late  proceedings  ;  but  on  the 
contrary  appointed  one  or  more  of  the  adtors  or 
abettors  on  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  and  to  defire  him  to  order  the  man  of 
war  out  of  the  harbour. 

Ignorant  as  they  be,  vet  the  heads  of  a  Bofton 
town- meeting  influence  all  public  meafures. 

it  is  not  poflible  this  anarchy  flioufd  iaft  al¬ 
ways.  Mr.  Haliowell  who  will  be  the  bearer 
of  this  tells  me  he  has  the  honour  of  being  per- 
fonally  known  to  you.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  him  for  a  more  full  account. 

I  am,  with  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  rnoft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON. 

* 


SIR, 


Bcflor.,  Augujl  1768. 


TTkis,vc,ry  occeilary  other  information  fhoul 
be  had  in  England  of  the  prefent  (fate  of  th 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  than  what  commo 
fame  will  bring  to  you  or  what  you  will  receiv 
ram  mo  of  the  letters  which  go  from  hence 
peop<e  in  general  being  prejudiced  by  many  fall 

eporrs  and  mifreprefentations  concerning  them 

DO  '  thegh  S,°frt!,rC  Pe°p!s  °f  tbs  ^  f»P 
ffnnnr  l  nKfelf  t0  be  unconftitutional  an, 

that  a  bn"  ,Ur?deCe'^d  and  bought  to  belie v, 
,  aHb“ard  ha'  c*lfled  England  all  this  cen 
tUry*  and  that  «he  board  eftablilhed  here  has  n< 
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Dew  powers  given  to  it.  Our  incendiaries  know 
it  but  they  induftrioufly  and  very  wickedly  pub- 
li(h  the  contrary.  As  much  pains  has  been  ta¬ 
ken  to  prejudice  the  country  againft  the  perlons 
of  the  commiffioners  and  their  charafters  have 
been  mifreprefented  and  cruelly  treated  efpeci- 
ally  fince  their  confinement  at  the  caftle  where 
they  are  not  fo  likely  to  hear  what  is  faid  of 
them  and  are  not  fo  able  to  confute  it. 

It  is  now  pretended  they  need  not  to  have 
withdrawn,  that  Mr.  Williams  had  flood  his 
ground  without  any  injury  although  the  mob  be- 
iet  his  houfe,  &c.  There  never  was  that  fpirit 
railed  againft  the  under  officers  as  againft  the 
commiffioners,  1  mean  four  of  them.  They  bad 
a  public  affront  offered  them  by  the  town  of 
Button  who  refufed  to  give  the  ufe  of  their  hall 
for  a  public  dinner  unlefs  it  was  ftipulated  that 
the  commiffioners  fhould  not  be  invited.  An 
affront  of  the  fame  nature  at  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Hancock  was  offered  by  a  company  of  cadets. 
Soon  after  a  veffel  of  Mr.  Hancock’s  being  feiz* 
ed  the  officers  were  mobh’d  and  the  commiffion- 
ersr  were  informed  they  were  threatned.  I  qwq 
I  was  in  pain  for  them.  I  do  not  believe  if  the 
mob  had  fe.zed  them,  there  was  any  authority 
able  and  willing  to  have  refcued  them.  After 
they  had  withdrawn  the  town  fignified  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  by  a  meffage  that  it  was  expcfted  or  defi- 
red  they  fhould  not  return.  It  was  then  the  ge¬ 
neral  voice  that  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  them  to 
return.  After  all  this  the  fons  of  liberty  fay 
they  deferted  or  abdicated. 

The  other  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  general 
either  did  not  leave  the  town  or  foon  returned  to 

it, 


On  Wednefdqy  June  i  6, 1773,  theHoufe  of 
Reprefentutives  by  a  very  large  Majority 
came  into  the  following  RESOLVES, 
upon  the  Letters  that  had  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  them  on  IV tdnejday  the  fecond  of  the 
fame  Month,  viz. 

JDESQLVED ,  That  the  Letters  figned 
Tho.  Hutchinfon  and  thofe  figned  Hndv 
Oliver ,  now  under  the  Confideration  of 
this  Houfe,  appear  to  be  the  genuine  Let¬ 
ters  of  the  prefent  Governor  and  Lieute¬ 
nant  Governor  of  this  Province,  whofe 
Hand-writing  and  Signatures  are  well 
known  to  many  of  the  Members  of  this 
Houfe  :  And,  that  they  contain  aggravat¬ 
ed  Accounts  of  Faffs,  and  Mifreprefenta- 
tions ;  and  that  one  manifeft  Defign  of 
them  was  to  represent  the  Matters  they 
treat  of  in  a  Light  highly  injurious  to  this 
Province,  and  the  Pcrfons  againft  whom 
they  were  wrote. 

Refolved ,  That  though  the  Letters 
aforefaid,  figned  Tho.  Hutchinfon ,  arefaid 
by  the  Governor  in  his  MelTage  to  this 
Houfe  of  “June  9th,  to  be  “  private  Let¬ 
ters  wrote  to  a  Gentleman  in Londonfmce 
dcceafed,”  and  “  that  all  except  the  laft 
were  wrote  many  Months  before  he  came 
to  the  Chair  yet  they  were  wrote 
by  the  prefent  Governor,  when  he  was 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Chief  Juftice 
of  this  Province ;  who  has  been  repre- 

fented 


tr  v  -w 


M 


Ml! 


[  *  ] 

felted  abroad,  as  eminent  for  his  Abilities 
as  for  his  exalted  Station  ;  and  was  under 
no  official  Obligation  to  tra,nfmit  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  fuch  Matters  as  are  contained  in 
faid  Letters  :  And  that  they  therefor* 
mud  be  confidered  by  thePerfon  to  whom 
they  were  fent,  as  Document?  of  folid  In¬ 
telligence:  And  that  this  Gentleman  in 
London  to  whom  they  were  wrote,  was 
then  a  Member  of  the  Britiffi  Parliament, 
and  one  who  was  very  aftive  in  American 
Affairs  ;  and  therefore  that  thefe  Letters 
however  fecretly  wrote,  mu  ft  naturally  be 
fuppofed  to  have,  and  really  had  a  public 
Operation. 

Re/olved,  That  thefe  “  private  Let¬ 
ters”  being  wrote  “  with  exprefs  Con¬ 
fidence  of  Secrecy,”  was  only  to  prevent 
the  Contents  of  them  being  known  heret 
as  appeals  by  faid  Letters ;  and  this  ren¬ 
dered  them  the  more  injurious  in  their 
Tendency  and really  injidious. 

Rejolved,  That  the  Letters  figned  Tho . 
Idutchinfon ,  confidering  the  Perfon  by 
whom  they  were  wrote,  the  Matters  they 
expre fly  contain,  the  exprefs  Reference  in 
fome  of  them  for  “  full  Intelligence”  to 
Mr.  Hallowell,  a  Perfon  deeply  interefted 
in  theMeafures  fo  much  complained  of,  and 
recommendatory  Notices  of  divers  other 
Perfons  whofe  Emoluments,  arifing  from 
our  public  Burdens  might  excite  them  to 
unfavourable  Reprefentatations  of  us,  the 
Mcaft*rcs  they  fuggeft,  theTemper  in  which 


they  were  wrote,  the  Manner  In  which 
they  were  fent,  and  the  Perfon  to  whom 
they  were  addreffed  ;  had  a  natural  and 
efficacious  Tendency  to  interrupt  and  ali¬ 
enate  the  Affe&ions  of  our  moil  gracious 
Sovereign  King  George  the  Third,  from 
this  his  loyal  and  affectionate  Province  ;  , 
to  deftroy  that  Harmony  and  Good-Will 
between  Great-Britain  and  this  Colony,  , 
which  every- Friend  to  either  would  wifh 
to  eftahlifh  ;  to  excite  the  Refentment  of 
the  Britifh  Adminiftradotl  againft  this  Pro¬ 
vince  ;  to  defeat  the  Endeavours  of  our 
Agents  and  Friends  to  ferve'us  by  a  fair 
Reprefentation  of  our  State  of  Grievances; 
to  prevent  our  humble  and  repeated  Petitions 
from  reaching  theRoyal  ear  of  our  common 
Sovereign  ;  and  to  produce  the  fevere  and 
deftruftive  Meafures  which  have  been  taken 
againft  this  Province,  and  others  ftill  more 
fo  which  have  been  threatned. 


Refolved ,  That  the  Letters  figned 

yind*  :Q lifter,  confidering  the  Perfon  by 
whom' they-  were  wrote,  the  Matters  they; 
exprcfly  contain,- the  Meafures  they  fug- 
geft,  'the  Temper,  iti4  which  they  were 
wrote,  'the  Manner  in  which  they  were 
font,  and  the  Perfon  to  whom  ' they  were 
addreffed  had  a  natural  and  efficacious 
tendency  to  interrupt-and  alienate  the  af-r 
fe<ffions .  of  our  moll  gracious  Sovereign 
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Britain  and  this  colony, which  every  friend 
to  either  would  wilh  to  eftrablifli  ;  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  refentment  of  the  Britilh  admini- 
ftration  againft  this  province  ;  to  defeat 
the  endeavours  of  our  agents  and  friends 
to  ferve  us  by  a  fair  reprefentation  of  our 
ftate  of  grievances  ;  to  prevent  our  hum¬ 
ble  and  repeated  petitions  from  having  the 
defired  effeft  ;  and  to  produce  the  fevere 
and  deftru&ive  meafures  which  have  been 
taken  againft  this  province,  and  others 
ftill  more  fo  which  have  been  threatned. 

Refolved ,  As  theOpinion  of  thisHoule 
That  it  clearly  appears  from  the  Letter^ 
aforefaid,  figne&Tho.H utchinjon  and,  And'* 
Oliver,  that  it  was  the  Defire  and  Endea¬ 
vour  of  the  Writers  of  them,  that  certain 
Alls  of  the  Britilh  Parliament  for  railing 
a  Revenue  in  America,  might  be  carried 
into  EfFett  by  Military  Force  ;  and  by  in¬ 
troducing  a  Fleet  and  Army  into  this  his 
Majefty’s  loyal  Province,  to  intimidate  the 
Minds  ot  his  Subje&s  here,  and  prevent 
every  conftifutional  Meafure  to  obtain  the 
Repeal  of  thofe  fojuftly  eftcemed  a 
Grievance  to  us,  and  to  fupprefs  the  very 
Spirit  of  Freedom. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  theOpinion  of  this 
Houle, that  as  the  Salaries  lately  appointed 
for  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  Judges  of  this  Province,  direftly  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  Charter  and  fubverfive  of, 
juftice,  are  funded  on  this  Revenue  ;  and 
as  thefe  Letters  were  wrote  with  aDefigg,’ 
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and  had  a  Tendency  to  promote  and  fup- 
port  that  Revenue, therefore,  there  is  great 
Reafon  to  fuppofe  the  Writers  of  thofe 
Letters  were  well  knowing  to,  fuggefted 
and  promoted  the  enacting  faid  Revenue 
A<fts,  and  the  Eftablifhments  funded  on 
the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  while  the  Writer  of 
thefe  Letters  figned  Tbo.  Hutchin/on,  has 
been  thus  exerting  himfelf  by  his  “fee ret 
confidentialCorrefpondence,”  to  introduce 
Meafures  dertruftive  of  our  conftitutional 
Liberty  ;  he  has  been  pra&ifing  every  Me¬ 
thod  among  the  People  of  this  Province, 
to  fix  in  their  Minds  an  exalted  Opinion 
of  his  warmeft  AfFe&ion  for  them,  and 
his  unremitted  Endeavours  to  promote 
their  beft  Intereft  at  the  Court  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Refolved ,  As  theOpinion  of  thisHoufe, 
That  by  comparing  thefe  Letters  figned 
7 ho.  Hutchin/'on  with  thofe  figned  And™ 
Oliver,  Cha.  Taxton  and  Nath.  Rogers , 
and  confidering  what  hasfince  inFaft  taken 
Place  conformable  thereto, that  it  is  mani- 
feft  there  have  been  for  many  Years  part 
Meafures  contemplated, and  a  Plan  formed, 
by  aSet  of  Men  born  and  educated  amo.'g 
us,  to  raife  their  own  Fortunes  and  ad¬ 
vance  themfelves  to  Ports  of  Honor  and 
Profit,  not  only  to  the  Dertru&ion  of  the 
Charter  and  Conrtitution  of  thisProvince, 
but  at  the  Expence  of  the  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  American  Colonies.— And 
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it  is  further  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
that  the  faid  Perfons  have  been  fome  of 
the  chief  Inftruments  in  the  Introduction 
of  a  Military  Force  into  the  Province  to 
carry  their  Plans-  into  Execution  ;  and 
therefore  they  have  been  not  only  greatly 
inftrumental  of  difturbing  the  Peace  and 
Harraonjr  of  the  Government,  and  can¬ 
ting  and  promoting  great  Difcord  andAni- 
inofities,  but  -are  juftly  chargeable  with 
the  great  Corruption  of  Morals,  and  all, 
that  Confufion,  Mifery  and  Blood  fhcct, 
which  have  been  the  natural  Effects  of  the 
Introduction  of  Troops.  '  / 

Whereas  for  many  Tears  pafl ,  Mea/ures 
have  been  taken  by  the  Britifb  sldmimf  ra¬ 
tion,  very  grievous  tothe  good  ‘People  6f 
this  ‘Province  ■;  which  this  Houje  have 
now  Re af on  to  Jiippofe,  were  promoted ,  if 
not  originally  fuggefted  by  the  Writers  of 
thefe  Letters  ;  and  many  Efforts  have  been 
made  by  the  Reople  to  obtain  the  Redrefs 
of  their  Grievances  ;  Refolved,  '  .  - 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
Writers  of  thefeLetters  have  availed  thenar 
felves  of  Diforders  that  naturally  arife  in 
a  free  Government  under  fuch  Opprefli- 
ons,  as  Arguments  to  pro\ye,  that  it  was 
originally  neceflary  fuch  Meafures  fhould 
have  been  taken,  and  that  they  lliould 
now  be  continued  and  increafed.  \  „ 
Whereas  in  the  Letter  fgned  Cha.  Pax-  . 
ton,  dated  Bolton-Harbour;June  £0,1768, 
it  is  exprefly  declared  that  u  unlefs  we  have 
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immediately  two  or  three  Regiments,  9tis 
the  Opinion  of  all  the  Friends  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  Bofton  'will  be  in  open  Re¬ 
bellion.  ” 

Refolved,  That  this  is  a  moft  wicked 
and  injurious  Reprefentation,  defign’d  to 
inflame  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty’s  Mini- 
flers  and  the  Nation,  and  to  excite  in  the 
Brcaft  of  our  Sovereign  a  Jealoufy  of  his 
loyal  Subjects  of  faid  Town,  without  the 
leaft  Grounds  therefor,  as  Enemies  of  his 
Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Government. 

Whereas  certain  Letters  fgned  by  two 
private  Perfons,  viz.  Thomas  Moffat  and 
George  Rome,  have  been  laid  before  the 
Houfe ,  which  Letters  contain  many  Matters  ■ 
highly  injurious  to  Government  and  to  the: 
national  'Peace  :  ■  v  .  ' 

Refolved,  That  it.  has  been  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  of  this  Government  from  the  earlieft!  ‘ 
Period  of  it,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  be 
fecretly  traduced  and  malicioufly-  repre- 
fented  to  the  Britifh  Miniftry,  by  Perfons  ' 
whp  were  neither  friendly  to  this  Colony, - 
nor  to  the  Engiifh  Conftitution. 

Refolved ,  (  hat  this  Houfe  have  juft 
Reafon  to  complain  of  it  as  a  very  great 
Grievance,  that  the  humble  Petitions  and 
Reraonftrances  of  the  Commons  of  this 
Province  are  not  allowed  to  reach  the 
Hand  of  our  moll  gracious  Sovereign, 
merely  becaufe  they  are  prefented  by  an 
Agent  to  whofeAppoiinment,  the  Gover¬ 
nor, 
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nor,  with  whom  our  chief  Difpute  may 
fuhllft,  doth  not  confent  ;  while  the  par¬ 
tial  and  inflamatory  Letters  of  I  ndividu- 
als,  who  are  greatly  interefted  in  the  Re¬ 
venue  A&s  and  the  Meafures  taken  to 
carry  them  into  Execution,  have  been  laid 
before  Adminiftration,  attended  to,  and 
determined  upon,  not  only  to  the  Injury 
of  the  Reputation  of  the  People,  but  to 
the  depriving  them  of  their  invaluable 
Rights  and  Liberties. 

Whereas  this  Houfe  are  humbly  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  his  Majefty  will  judge  it  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  Interejl  of  his  Crown 
and  the  ‘Peace  and  Safety  of  the  good  P eo- 
ple  of  this  his  loyal  Province ,  that  Per - 
Jons  Poould  be  continued  in  Places  of  high 
P rujl  and  Authority  in  it,  who  are  known 
to  have,  with  great  Induflry,  tho  fecretly , 
endeavoured  to  undermine,  alter  and  over¬ 
throw  the  Conjlitution  of  the  Province  : 

Therefore, 

Refolved,  That  this  H^ufe  is  bound  in 
Duty  to  the  King  and  their  Conftituents, 
humbly  to  remonftrate  to  his  Majefty,  the 
Conduft  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutch- 
infon,  Efq;  Governor;  and  the  Honorable 
Andrew  Oliver, Efq;  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  this  Province  ;  and  to  pray  that  fits 
Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  them 
forever  from  the  Government  thereof. 


% 
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it.  Some  of  them  feem  to  be  difcontented  with 
the  commiffioners.  Great  pains  have  been  taken 
to  increale  the  difcontent.  Their  office  by  tbefe 
means  is  redered  extremely  hurdenlome.  Eve¬ 
ry  thing  they  do  is  found  fault  with,  and  yet 
no  particular  illegality  or  even  irregularity  men¬ 
tioned.  There  is  too  much  hauteur  fome  of 
their  officers  fay  in  the  treatment  they  receive. 
They  fay  they  treat  their  officers  as  the  commif- 
fioners  treat  their  officers  in  England  and  re¬ 
quire  no  greater  deference.  After  ail  it  is  not 
the  perfons  but  the  office  of  the  commiffioners 
which  has  raifed  this  fpirir,  and  the  diftinftion 
made  between  the  commiffioners  is  btcaule  it  has 
been  given  out  that  four  of  them  were  in  favor 
of  the  new  eftablifhmenc  and  the  fifth  was 
not.  If  Mr,  Haliowell  arrived  fafe  he  can  in¬ 
form  you  many  circumftances  relative  to  this  dif- 
tinCtion  which  I  very  willingly  excufe  m)felf 
from  mentioning. 

I  know  of  no  burden  brought  upon  the  fair 
trader  by  the  new  eftablifhment.  The  illicit 
trader  finds  the  rifque  greater  than  it  ufed  to  be, 
efpecialiy  in  the  port  where  the  board  is  con- 
llantly  held.  Another  chcumftance  which  in- 
creafes  the  prejudice  is  this;  the  new  duties  hap¬ 
pened  to  take  place  juft  about  the  time  the  com¬ 
miffioners  arrived.  People  have  abfurdly  con¬ 
nected  the  duties  and  board  of  commiffioners, 
3nd  fuppofc  we  ffiould  have  had  no  additional 
duties  if  there  had  been  no  board  to  have  the 
charge  of  collecting  them.  With  all  the  aid  you 
can  give  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  they  will 
have  enough  to  do  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
government  and  tocsrry  the  laws  into  execution, 

.  If 
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If  they  are  difcountenanced,  neglected  or  fail  of 
fupport  from  you,  they  mud  fubmit  to  every 
thing  the  prefent  oppofers  of  government  think 
fit  to  ;eq :  ire  of  them. 

There  is  no  office  under  greater  difcourage- 
merits  chan  that  of  the  commiffi  ners.  Some  of 
my  friends  recommenced  me  to  the  mi.  ;  try  I 
thr  k  myftlf  very  happv  that  I  am  not  one.  Tn- 
decu  it  would  have  been  incom  ?auble  '  '  ny 
po  t  as  chief  juffice,  and  I  mud  have  ded?o.  \t9 
and  i  ffioold  doit  although  no  greater  had 
been  affixed  to  the  chief  judices  place  than  the 
fmail  pittance  allowed  by  the  province. 

From  my  acquaintance  with  the  commiflioners 
I  have  conceived  a  perianal  edeem  for  them,  but 
nay  chief  inducement  to  make  this  reprefentafi- 
on  to  you  is  a  regard  to  the  public  intered  wnich 

I  am  fure  will  fuffer  if  the  oppofition  carry  their 
point  againd  them. 

I  am  with  very  great  edeem, 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant 

THQ.  HU FCHINSOiV. 

t 

Auguft  to.  Yefterday  at  a  meeting  of  the 
merchants  it  was  agreed  by  all  prefent  to  give 
no  more  orders  for  goods  from  England,  nor  re¬ 
ceive  any  on  commiffion  until  the  late  a<fb  are 
repealed.  And  it  is  faid  all  except  fixteen  in  the 
town  have  fubfcribed  an  engagement  of  that  te¬ 
nor.  I  hope  the  fubicription  will  be  printed 
that  I  may  tranfmit  it  to  you. 


Uoftont 


Boston,  \tb  Offober  1768. 

Dear  Sir, 

1WAS  abfent  upon  one  of  our  circuits  when 
Mr.  Byles  arrived.  Since  my  return  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  your  obliging  letter  of  31ft July.  * 

I  never  dared  to  think  what  the  refentment  of 
the  nation  would  be  upon  Hallowell’s  arrival. 

It  is  not  ftrange  that  meafures  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  to  reduce  the  colonies  to  their 
former  ftate  of  government  and  order,  but  that 
the  national  funds  fhould  be  effefted  by  it  is  to 
me  a  little  myfterious  and  furprizing.  Princi¬ 
ples  of  government  abfurd  enough,  fpread  thro* 
all  the  colonies  ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  in  any 
colony,  people  of  any  confideration  have  ever 
been  fo  mad  as  to  think  of  a  revolt.  Many  of 
the  common  people  have  been  in  a  frenzy,  and 
talk’d  of  dying  in  defence  of  their  liberties,  and 
have  fpoke  and  printed  what  is  highly  criminal, 
and  too  many  of  rank  above  the  vulgar, and  fome 
in  public  pojls  have  countenanced  and  encouraged 
them  until  they  increafed  fo  much  in  their  num¬ 
bers  and  in  their  opinion  of  their  importance  as 
to  fubmit  to  government  no  further  than  they 
thought  proper.  The  legiflative  powers  have 
been  influenced  by  them,  and  the  executive 
powers  intirely  loft  their  force.  There  has 
been  continual  danger  of  mobs  and  infurreftions, 
but  they  would  have  fpent  all  their  force  within 
ourfelves,  the  officers  of  the  Crown  and  fome 
of  the  few  friends  who  dared  to  (land  by  them 
poffibly  might  have  been  knock’d  in  the  head, 
and  fome  fuch  fatal  event  would  probably  have 

brought 
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brought  the  people  to  their  fenfes.  For  four  of 
five  weeks  pad  the  didernper  has  been  growing, 
and  I  confefs  I  have  not  been  without  fome 
apprehenfions  for  myfelf,  but  my  friends  have 
had  more  for  me,  and  l  have  had  repeated  and 
frequent  notices  from  them  from  different  quar¬ 
ters,  one  of  the  l ciji  l  will  iticlofc  to  you,*  In 
this  date  of  things  there  was  no  fecurity  but 
quitting  my  pods,  which  nothing  but  the  lad 
extremity  would  judify.  As  chief  judice  for 
two  years  after  our  fird  dilorders  I  kept  the 
grand  juries  tollerably  well  to  their  duty.  The 
lad  fpring  there  had  been  feveral  riots,  and  a 
mod  infamous  libel  had  been  publifhed  in  one  of 
the  papers,  which  I  enlarged  upon,  and  the 
grand  jury  had  determined  to  make  prefentments, 
but  the  attorney-general  not  attending  them  the 
fird  day,  Otis  and  his  creatures  who  wete  alarm* 
ed  and  trightned  exerted  themfclves  the  next 
day  and  prevailed  upon  fo  many  of  the  jury  to 
change  their  voices,  that  there  was  not  a  fufficiertt 
number  left  to  find  a  bill.  They  have  been  ever 
fince  more  enraged  againd  me  than  ever.  At  rhp 
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troops  appeared,  and  all  the  authority  of  the 
government  was  not  ftr  ng  enough  to  remove  ic. 
The  town  of  Bufton  met  and  patted  a  number 
of  weak  but  very  criminal  votes  ;  and  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  declined  calling  an  affembly  they  fenc 
circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  and  diftriCts  to 
fend  a  perfori  each  that  there  might  be  a  general  • 
confulcation  at  fo  extraordinary  a  cdtts.  They 
iiiet  and  fpenc  a  week,  made  themfelves  ridicu¬ 
lous,  and  then  diffolv’d  themfelves,  after  a  mef- 
fage  or  two  to  the  governor  which  he  refuted  to 
receive  ;  a  petition  to  the  King  which  I  dare  fay 
their  agent  will  never  be  allow’d  to  prefent,  and 

'  a  reruk  which  they  have  publiflied  ill-natured 
and  impotent. 

,  In  this  confufion  the  troops  from  Halifax  ar¬ 
rived.  I  never  was  much  afraid  of  the  people’s 
taking  arms,  but  I  was  appreheofive  of  violence 
from  the  mob,  it  being  their  laft  chance  before 
the  troops  could  land.  As  the  profpeCt  of  re¬ 
venge  became  more  certain  their  courage  abated 
in  proportion.  Two  regiments  arc  landed,  buC 
a  new  grievance  is  now  rais’d.  1  he  troops  are 
by  acc  of  parliament  to  be  quartered  no  where 
eilc  but  in  the  barracks  until  they  are  full* 

1  here  are  barracks  enough  at  the  cattle  to  hold 
both  regiments.  It  is  therefore  againft  the  aft  to 
bring  any  of  them  into  town.  I  his  was  ftarted 
by  the  council  in  their  anfwer  to  the  governor^ 
which  to  make  themfelves  popular,  they  in  an 
unprecedented  way  publifhcd  and  have  alarmed 
all  the  province  ;  for  although  none  but  the  molt 
contracted  minds  could  put  fuch  a  conttruffion 
upon  the  aft,  yet  after  this  declaration  of  the 
CQunuI  nine  tenths  of  the  people  fuppofc  it  juft. 
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I  wifh  the  aft  had  been  better  exprefs*d,  but  it 
is  abiurd  Co  fupoofe  the  parliament  intended  to 
take  *rom  the  King  the  direftion  of  his  forces  by 
confining  them  to  a  place  where  any  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  might  think  fit  to  build  barracks.  It  is 
befides  ungrateful,  for  it  is  known  to  many  that 
this  provifioa  was  brought  into  the  biil  after  it 
had  been  framed  without  i’,  from  meet  favor  to 
the  colonies.  I  hear  the  commander  in  chief  has 
provided  barracks  or  quarters,  but  a  doubt  ft  ill 
remains  with  fome  of  the  council,  whether  they 
are  to  furnifh  the  articles  required,  unlefs  the 
m^n  are  in  the  province  barracks,  and  they  are 
to  determine  upon  it  to  day. 

The  government  has  been  fo  long  in  the 
hands  of  the  populace  th*t  it  muft  come  out  of 
them  by  degrees,  at  lead  it  will  be  a  work  of* 
time  to  bring  the  people  back  to  juft  notions  ofr 
the  nature  of  government.  .  t 

Mr.  Pepperrell  a  young  gentleman  of  gobd 
charafter,  and  grandfon  and  principal  heir  fo  the 
late  Sir  William  Pepperrell  being  bound  to  Lon¬ 
don,  I  fhall  deliver  this  letter  to  him,  as  it  will 
be  too  bulky  for  pcftage,  and  defire  him  to  wait 
upon  you  with  it. 

I  am  with  very  great  efteem. 

Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  mcft  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHiMbOR 
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S  I  R, 

THE  great  efteem  I  have  for  you  in  every 
point  of  light*  perhaps  renders  mv  fears 
and  doubrs  for  the  fafetv  of  your  perton  greater 
than  they  ought  to  be  •,  however  if  that  is  an  error 
it  certainly  relultsfrcm  true  friend  (hip,  naturally 
jealous.  Laft  night  1  was  informed  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  w  ho  had  his  informa¬ 
tion  from  one  intimate  with  and  knowing  to  the 
infernal  purpofes  of  the  fons  of  liberry  as  they 
falfely  ftile  themfelves,  that  he  verily  believ’d, 
from  the  terrible  tl  reats  and  menaces  by  thofe 
catalines  againft  you,  that  your  life  is  greatly  in 
danger.  This  informant  1  know  is  under  obli¬ 
gations  to  you  and  is  a  man  of  veracity.  He 
expects’ d  himfelf  with  concern  for  you,  and  the 
gentleman  acquainting  me  with  this  horrid  cir- 
cumftance,  affmed  me  he  was  very  i  neafy  till 
you  had  notice.  1  fbould  have  done  mylelt  the 
honor  of  waiting  on  you  but  am  nectffaril)  pre¬ 
vented.  The  duty  I  owed  to  you  as  a  friend 
and  to  the  public  as  a  member  of  fociety,  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  reft  till  I  had  put  your  honor 
wpon  your  guard  *,  for  tho’  this  may  be  a  falle 
alarm,  nothing  wcuid  have  given  me  greater 
pain,  if  any  accicer.r.  had  happen’d,  and  1  had 
been  bleat.  If  puflfible  i  will  lee  you  to  mor¬ 
row,  and  let  you  know  furthe*  into  this  black 
affair.  And  am  wi  h  the  fincereft  triendfhip 
and  rclpefl,  your  honors  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  ietvant, 

ROB.  AUCHMU  I Y. 
To  the  hon’ble  Thomas  Hutchinlon, 


Sept.  14.  1768. 

C  z 
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Dear  Sir,  Boflon%  10 th  December  1768. 
AM  juft  now  intormed  that  a  number  of  the 


JL  council,  perhaps  8  or  who  live  in  and  near 
this  town,  have  met  together  and  agreed  upon  a 
long  addreis  or  petition  to  parliament,  and  that  it 
v;ill  he  lent  by  this  fhip  to  Mr.  Bollan  to  be  pre- 
femed.  Mr.  Danforth  who  is  prefident  of  the 
council  told  the  governor  upon  enquiry,  that  it 
was  lent  to  him  to  fign,  and  he  fuppofed  the  reft: 
ot  the  council  who  had  met  together  would  fign 
after  him  in  order,  but  he  had  fince  found  that 
they  had  wrote  over  his  name  by  order  of  council* 
which  makes  it  appear  to  be  an  aft  of  council. 
1  his  may  be  a  low  piece  of  cunning  in  him,  but 
be  ir  as  it  may,it^s  proper  it  fhould  be  known  that 
the  whole  is  no  more  than  the  doings  of  a  part  of 
the  council  only,  although  even  that  is  not  very 
material,  fince,  if  they  had  all  been  prelent  with¬ 
out  the  governor's  furnmons  the  meeting  would 
have  been  irregular  and  unconftitutional,  and 
ought  to  be  dilcountenanced  and  cenfured.  f 
fuppf  le  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  privy  councils 
meeting  and  doing  bunnefs  without  the  king’s 
prdence  or  fpeciai  direction,  except  in  commit¬ 
tees  upon  fuch  bufinefs  as  by  his  majefty’s  order 
has  been  referred  to  them  by  an  aft  of  council, 
and  1  have  known  no  ioftance  here  without  the 
governor  until  within  three  or  four  months  paft. 

1  thought  it  very  necefiary  the  ckcumftances 
of  this  proceeding  fhould  be  known,  the*  if  there 
be  no  neeeflity  tor  it,  1  think  it  would  be  beft  it 
fhould  not  be  known  that  the  intelligence  comes, 
from  me.  I  am  with  very  great  regard,  Sir, 
your  molt  humble  and  m  ft  <  bediem  fervanfc, 
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BoJlony  2ctb  January  1769, 


Dear  Sir, 


OU  have  laid  me  under  very  great  cbliga- 


A  tions  by  the  very  clear  and  full  account  of 
proceedings  in  parliament,  which  I  received  from 
you  by  Capt.  Scott.  You  have  alfo  done  much 
fervice  to  the  people  of  the  province.  For  a 
day  or  two  after  the  (hip  arrived,  the  enemies  of 
government  gave  out  that  their  friends  in  parlia¬ 
ment  were  increafing,  and  all  things  would  be 
foon  on  the  old  footing  ;  in  other  words  that  all 
a&s  impofing  duties  would  be  repealed,  thecom- 
mifiioncrs  board  diffolved,  the  cuftoms  put  on  the 


old  footing,  and  illicit  trade  be  carried  on  with 


little  or  no  hazard.  It  was  very  fortunate  that 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  prevent  fuch  a  falfe  re- 
prdcntation  from  fpreading  through  the  province. 
I  have  been  very  cautious  of  uling  your  name, 
but  I  have  been  very  free  in  publifting  abroad 
the  fubftance  of  your  letter,  and  declaring  that 
I  had  my  intelligence  from  the  beft  authority, 
and  have  in  a  great  meafure  defeated  the  ill  de¬ 
fig  n  in  raifing  and  attempting  to  fpread  fo  ground- 
ids  a  report.  What  marks  of  refentment  the 
parliament  will  lliow,  whether  they  will  be  up¬ 
on  the  province  in  general  or  particular  per  funs, 
is  extremely  uncertain,  but  that  they  will  be  pla¬ 
ced  fome where  is  moft  certain,  and  I  add,  becaufc 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  Jot  that  thole  who  ha  ve 
been  moft  fteady  in  prelerving  the  confti  ution 
and  oppofing  the  licencioufneis  of  fuch  as  cal! 
themfelves  Ions  of  liberty  will  certainly  meet 


with  favor  and  encouragement* 
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This  is  mod  certainly  a  crifis.  I  really  wifh 
that  there  may  not  have  been  the  leaft  degree 
of  feverity  beyond  what  is  abfolutely  neceilary 
to  maintain,  I  think  1  may  fay  to  you  the  depen - 
dance  which  a  colony  ought  to  have  upon  the  pa¬ 
rent  Rate  ;  but  if  no  meafures  fhali  have  been 
taken  to  fecurethis  dependance,  or  nothing  more 
than  fome  declaratory  a<Rs  or  refolves,  it  is  all 
over  with  us .  The  friends  of  government  will 
be  utterly  difheartned,  and  the  friends  of  anarchy 
will  be  afraid  of  nothing.be  it  ever  fo  extravagant. 

The  IaR  veflel  from  London  had  a  quick  paf- 
fage.  We  expeft  to  be  in  fufpenfe  for  the  three 
or  four  next  weeks  and  then  to  hear  our  fate.  I 
never  think  of  the  meafures  neceflary  for  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  colonies  without 
pain.  There  mufl  be  an  abridg  nent  of  what 
are  called Englifli  liberties.  I  relieve  myfelf  oy 
confidering  that  in  a  remove  from  the  Rate  of 
nature  to  the  moR  perfetR  Rate  of  government 
{here  muR  be  a  great  reRraint  of  natural  liberty. 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  poffible  to  project  a  fyfiem 
of  government  in  which  a  colony  3000  miles 
diltant  from  the  parent  Rate  fhali  enjoy  all  the 
liberty  of  the  parent  Rate.  I  am  certain  I  have 
never  yet  feen  the  projeffon.  I  wiRi  the  good 
of  the  colony  when  I  wifh  to  fee  fome  further 
reRraint  of  liberty  rather  than  the  connexion 
with  the  parent  Rate  fliould  be  broken  ;  for  I  am 
fore  fuch  a  breach  muR  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
colony.  Pardon  me  this  excurfion,  it  really  pro* 
ceed  •  from  the  Rate  of  mind  into  which  our  per¬ 
plexed  affairs  often  throws  me. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  eReem, 
Sir,  your  moR  humble  and  moR  obedient  fervant, 

THG.  HUTCHINSON* 
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Bojlon  20th  Oflcber ,  1 760. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  THANK  yon  for  your  laft  favor  of  July 
i8(h.  I  fancy  in  my  lafl  to  you  about  two 
months  ago  I  have  anfwered  the  greateft  part  of  it. 

My  opinion  upon  the  combination  of  the  mer¬ 
chants,  I  gave  you  very  fully.  How  long  they 
will  be  able  to  continue  them  if  parliament 
fliould  not  interp  fe  is  uncertain.  In  mod  ar¬ 
ticles' they  may  another  yv.ar,  and  you  run  the 
rifque  of  their  fubftituting  when  they  are  put  to 
their  fhifts  fomething  of  their  own  in  the  place 
of  what  they  ufed  to  have  from  you,  and  which 
they  will  never  return  to  you  for.  But  it  is  not 
poffible  "that  provifion  for  diflolving  thefe  com¬ 
binations  and  fubjt&ing  all  who  do  not  renounce 
them  to  penalties  adequate  to  the  offence  fhould 
not  be  made  the  firfl  week  the  parliament  meets. 
Certainly  all  parties  will  unite  in  i o  extraordinary 
cafe  if  they  never  do  in  any  other.  So  much 
has  been  (aid  upon  the  repeal  of  the  duties  laid 
by  the  laft  a that  it  will  render  it  very  difficult 
to  keep  people’s  minds  quiet  if  that  fhould  be 
nfuled  them.  They  deferve  punifhment  you 
will  fay,  but  laying  or  continuing  taxes  upon  all 
cannot  be  thought  equal,  feeing  many  will  be 
punifhed  who  are  not  offenders.  Penalties  of 
another  kind  feem  better  adapted. 

I  have  been  tolerably  treated  fince  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  departure,  no  other  charge  being  made 
againft  me  in  our  fcandalous  news-papers  except 
my  bad  principles  in  matters  of  government,  and 
this  charge  has  had  little  effeft,  and  a  great  many 
friends  promife  me  iupport, 

I 
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I  fnuft  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  keep  fccfet 
every  thing  1  write,  until  we  are  in  a  more  fet¬ 
tled  (late,  for  the  party  here  either  by  their 
agent,  or  by  fome  of  their  emiflaries  in  London, 
have  lent  them  every  report  or  rumor  of  the 
contents  of  letters  wrote  from  hence.  I  hope 
we  fhall  fee  better  times  both  here  and  in  Eng¬ 
land.  I  am  with  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON. 


Bojl  on,  jth  May  1767. 

S  I  R, 

I  AM  indebted  to  you  for  the  obliging  manner 
in  which  you  receiv’d  my  recommendation 
oi  my  good  friend  Mr. Paxton,  as  well  as  for  the 
account  you  are  pleafed  to  fend  me  of  the  fi'tu- 
ation  of  affairs  in  the  mother  country. 

I  am  very  lorry  that  the  colonies  give  you 
fb  much  employment,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  fay 
how  long  it  will  be  before  things  fettle  into  quiet 
among  us.  We  have  fome  here  who  have  been 
lo  buly  in  fomenting  the  late  difturbances,  that 
they  may  now  think  it  needful  for  their  own  fe- 
curity  to  keep  up  the  fpirit.  They  have  plumed 
themfelves  much  upon  the  victory  they  have 
gained, and  the  fupport  they  have  fince  met  with; 
nor  could  any  thing  better  fhew  what  they  would 
f  ill  be  at, than  the  manner  in  which  by  their  own 
account  publifhed  in  the  news-papers  laft  Augti ft 
tney  celebrated  the  iqrh  of  that  month,  as  the 
firf  anniverfary  commemoration  of  what  they 
7  "  had 


fouJ  done  at  the  tree  of  liberty  on  that  day  the 
year  before.  Here  a  number  of  rcfpeft'able 
gentlemen  a§  they  inform  Us  now  met,  and 
among  other  toads  drank  general  Paoli,  and  the 
ipark  of  liberty  kindled  in  Spain.  I  am  now 
ipeaking  of  a  few  individuals  only,  the  body  of 
the  people  are  well  difpofed*,  yet  when  you  come 
to  fee  the  journal  of  the  ho ufe  of  representatives 
the  lad  feffion,  l  fear  you  will  think  that  the 
fame  fpirit  has  feized  our  public  fcounfels.  I  call 
however  fairly  fay  thus  much  in  behalf  of  the 
government,  that  the  lad  houfe  was  packed  by 
means  of  a  public  profcriptiori  juft  Before  the 
ieleftioh,  of  the  greated  part  of  thofe  Who  had 
appeared  in  the  prec  eding  feflioh  in  the  fiipport 
of  government  :  their  names  were  publifhed  in 
an  inflammatory  riews-paper,  and  their  condim¬ 
ents  made  to  believe  they  were  about  to  fell  them 
For  flaveS,  Writs  are  now  cm  for  a  new  affiem- 
bly,  but  I  cannot  a nfwer  for  the  choice  :  1  hope 
however  that  the  people  in  general  ate  in  a  better 
temper  ;  yet  the  moderate  men  have  been  fo 
browbeaten  in  the  houfe;  ind  found  themfclves 
Fo  infignificant  there  the  lad  year,  that  fome  of 
them  will  voluntary  decline  coming  again.  I 
thinks  this  looks  too  much  like  a  defpair  of  the 
common-wealth,  and  cannot  be  judified  on  pa¬ 


triotic  principles.  ..  r  ,  - 

The  defliem  of  coun fellers  was  carried  the 


lad  year  as  might  have  Been  expc£ted  from  inch 
tin  houfe.  The  officers  of  the  Crown  ai  d  the 
judges  of  the  fuperidr  court  were  exclii  led  H-nd 
I  hear  that  it  is  the  defign  of  ;orhe  who  expeft 
to  bo  returned  niembefs  of  the  houfe  thj  year  to 
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make  fare  work  at  the  enfuing  efe&ioa  of  coun- 
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fellors,  by ’excluding,  if  they  can,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  council  (who  by  charter  remain  fuch  ’till 
others  arc  chofen  in  their  room)  from  any  fhare 
in  the  choice,  tho*  they  have  always  had  their 
voice  in  it  hitherto  from  the  firft  arrival  of  the 
charter.  If  the  houfe  do  this,  they  will  have 
it  in  their  power  to  model  the  council  as  they 
plcafe,  and  throw  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  unlefs  the  governor 
Ihould  again  exert  his  negative  as  he  did  the  la  ft 
year. 

You  have  doubtlefs  feen  fome  of  the  curious 
meflages  from  the  late  houfe  to  the  governor,  and 
can't  but  have  obferved  with  how  little  decency 
they  have  attacked  both  the  governor  and  the 
lieutenant  governor.  They  have  alfo  in  effect 
forced  the  council  to  declare  themfelves  parties 
in  the  quarrel  they  had  againft  the  latter  in  a 
matter  of  mere  indifference.  In  their  meflage 
to  the  governor  of  the  31ft  of  January  they 
have  explicitly  charged  the  lieutenant  governor 
(a  gentleman  to  whom  they  are  more  indebted 
than  to  any  one  man  in  the  government)  with 
4‘  ambition  and  luff  of  power”,  merely  for  pay¬ 
ing  a  compliment  to  the  governor  agreeable  to 
ancient  ufage,  by  attending  him  to  court  and 
being  prefent  in  the  council-chamber  when  he 
made  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion  ; 
at  which  time  they  go  on  to  fay,  “  none  but  the 
general  court  and  their  fervants  are  intended  to 
be  prefent”,  (fill  holding  out  to  the  people  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  as  objefte  of  infigriificance, 
ranking  the  fecretary  wiih  their  door-keeper,  os 
fervants  of  the  alfembly ;  for  the  fccrctary  with 
his  clerks  and  the  door-keeper  are  the  only 
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per, fans  prefcnt  with  the  afll-mbly  on  thefe 
occafions. 

The  officers  of  the  crown  being  thus  leflen’d 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  takes  off*  their  weight 
and  influence,  and  the  balance  will  of  courfe 
turn  in  favor  of  the  people,  and  what  makes 
them  Ail]  more  infignificant  is  their  dependanco 
on  the  people  for  a  necefiary  fupport  :  If  fome> 
thing  were  left  to  the  goodwill  of  the  people, 
yet  nature  fhould  be  fure  of  a  fupport.  The 
governor’s  falary  has  for  about  35  years  pad 
been  pretty  well  underflood  to  be  a  thoufand 
pound  a  year  fterling.  When  this  fum  was  flrfl: 
agreed  to,  it  was  very  well  ;  but  an  incrcafe  of 
wealth  fince  has  brought  along  with  it  an  increafe 
of  luxury,  fb  that  what  was  Sufficient  to  keep  up 
a  proper  diflin&ion  and  fupport  the  dignity  of  a 
governor  then,  may  well  be  fljppofed  to  be  in- 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  now.  The  lieutenant 
governor  has  no  appointments  as  fuch  -  the  cap* 
taincy  of  Caflle-William  which  may  be  worth 
120  flcrling  a  year  is  looked  upon  indeed  as 
an  appendage  to  his  commiflion,  and  the  late  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  enjoyed  no  other  appointment  ; 
he  lived  a  retired  life  upon  his  own  eflate  in  the 
Country,  and  was  eafy.  •  The  prefcnt  lieutenant 
governor  indeed  has  other  appointments,  hut  the 
people  are  quarrelling  with  him  for  it,  and  will 
not  fufTer  him  to  be  cafy  unleft  he  will  retire  al fb. 

The  fecretary  may  have  fomething  more  than 
yf.  200  a  year  flerling,  but  has  for  the  two  lafl 
years  been  allowed  60  lawful  money  a  yea 
lefs  than  had  been  ufnal  for  divers  years  precec! 
ing,  tho*  he  had  convinced  the  houfe  by  the 
committee  that  without  this  deduction  he  wou’ 
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have  had  no  more  than  £250  fterling  per  annum* 
in  fees  perquifires  and  falary  altogether,  which 
is  not  the  one  half  of  his  annual  expense. 

The  crown  did  by  charter  relerve  to  itfelf  the 
appointment  of  a  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
and  fecretary  :  Yhe  defign  of  this  was  without 
doubt  to  maintain  borne  kind  of  balance  between 
the  powers  of  the  crown  and  of  the  people  ;  but 
it  officers  are  not  in  fome  meafure  independent 
o(  iiie  people  (for  it  is  difficult  to  ferve  two,  rnaffi 
ters)  rhey  will  fomeriares  have  a  hard  flruggle 
between  diiry  to  the  crown  and  a  regard  to  felf, 
wh*ch  be  a  very  di; -agreeable  fituation  to 

them;  as  WeT  as  a  weakening  to  the  authority  of 
government..  The  officers  of  the  crown  are  very* 
few  and  ace  therefore  the  more  eafily  provided; 
for  without  burdening  the  people  :  and  fuch  fro - 
V’/io'i  I  look  upon  as  necejjury  to  the  rejl oration, 
and’fnpLport  of- the  Kings  authority. . 

But  it  may  be  laid  how  can  any  new  meafures 
Kc  taken  without  raffing  new  diftutbances  ?  The 
rnanufa&urers  in  England  will  rife  again  and!  de¬ 
feat  the  mealures  of  government.  This  game 
bis  true  has  been  played  once  and  fucceeded,  and 
it  has  been  aflmed  here,  rbat  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  colonies  at  any  time  to  raife  a  rebellion, 
in  England  by  refusing,  to  fend  for  their  manu¬ 
factures.  For  my  own  par  t  1  do  not  believe  this. 
The  merchants  in  England,  and  1  don’t  know 
hut  thofe  in  London  and  BritioJ  only,  might  al¬ 
ways  govern  in  this  matter  and  quiet  the  manu¬ 
facturer.  The  merchants  view  }p  always  to  hi$. 
own  interefLL  As  the  trade  is  now  managed,  thq 
dealer  hero  lends  to  the  merchant  in  England  for 

poods  the  Eiielifih  mer- 

$wr 


'a  IS 

;  O 


upon  theie 


i  2  3  ] 


$hant  puts  a  profit  of  io  or  more  probably  of  1 5* 
per  cent  when  he  fends  them  to  his  employer  in  ■ 
America.  The  merchant  is  fo  jealous  of  fore* 
going  this  profit,  that  an  American  trader  cannot 
well  purchafe  the  goods  he  wants  of  the  manu¬ 
facturer  ;  for  fhould  the  merchant  know  that  th$ 
jfianufa&urer  hadfupplred  an  American,he  would 
take  off  1V0  more  of  his  wares.  The  merchants 

•  '  '  •  V  ,  ,  ,  .  . 

therefore  having  this  profit  in  view  will  by  one 
means  or  other  fecure  it.  They  know  the  goods 
which  the  American  market  demands,  and  may 
therefore  fafely  take  them  off  from  the  manu-. 
fa&urer,  tho’  they  fhould  have  no  orders  for 
flipping  them  this  year  or  perhaps  the  next ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  it  would  not  be  longer  be?  ore  the 
Americans  would  clamour  for  a  fuppfy  of  goods- 
from  England,  for  it  is  vain  to  think  they  can 
Supply  themfelves.  The  merchant  might  then 
put  an  advanced  price  upon  his  goods,  and  poi£- 
bly  be  able  to  make  his  own  terms  ;  or  if  it  fhould 
be  thought  the  goods  would  not  bear  an  advanced 
price  to  indemnify  him,  it  might  be  worth  while 
for  the  government  to  agree  with  the  merchants 
beforehand  to  allow  them  a  premium  equivalent; 
to  the  advance  of  their  flock,  and  then  the  gamq*. 
would,  be  over . 


I  have  wrote  with  ffecdom  in  confidence  of 
my  name’s  not  being  ufed  on  the  occafion.  For 
though  X  have  wrote  nothing  but  what  in  my 
confeience  I  think  an  American  may  upon  juff 
principles  advance,  and  .what  a  fervant  of  tbq 
crown  ought  upon  all  proper  occafions  to  fuggcfl>t 
yet  the  many  prejudices  1  have  to  combat  with 
may  render  it  unfit  it  fhould  be  made  public 
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I  communicated  to  governor  Bernard  .wliat 
you  mentioned  concerning  him,  who  defires  me 
to  prefent  you  his  compliments,  and  let  yon 
lenovv  that  he  is  obliged  to  you  for  the  exprefli- 
ons  of  your  regard  for  his  injured  character. 

I  am  with  great  refpeft, 

Sir,  your  molt  obedient  and  molt  humble  fervanf, 

—  -  And"-  Oliver. 

1  alk  your  acceptance  of  a  journal 

of  the  latt  felfion  which  is  put 

up  in  a  box  directed  to  the  fecre- 

tary  of  the  board  of  trade. 

•  1  -  •  •  i  i  r  .  ^ 


Bojlon,  II  May,  i 
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I  AM  this  moment  favored  with  yonr  very  ob* 
.  liging  letter  byCapt.  Jarvis  of  the  ad  March, 
which  1  have  but  juft  time  to  acknowledge,  as 
this  is  the  day  given  out  for  the  fhip  to  fail.  I 
wrote  you  the  23d  of  February  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  28th  December,  that  of  the  12  th 
February  which  you  refer  to  in  this  of  the  2d  of 
March  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  You  lay  me, 
fir,  under  the  greateft  obligations  as  well  for  the 
interefling  account  of  public  affairs  which  you  are 
from  time  to  time  plcafed  to  tranfmit  me,  as  for 
your  fleady  attention  to  my  privare  concerns.  I 
fnall  always  have  the  molt  grateful  fenfe  of  Mn 
Grenville’s  intentions  of  favor  a  I fo,  whether  I 
ever  reap  any  benefit  from  them  or  nor.  With¬ 
out  a  proper  fupport  afforded  to  the  king’s  officers, 

the 
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the  refpefr  due  to  government  will  of  eour& 
fail  ;  yet  I  cannot  fay  whether  under  the  prefent 
circum.  lances,  and  confidering  the  temper  the 
people  are  now  in,  an  additional  provifion  for 
would  be  of  real  benefit  to  me  perfonally  or  not. 
It  has  been  given  out  that  no  perfon  who  receives 
a  itipend  from  the  government  at  home,  fhall 
live  in  the  country.  Government  here  wants 
fbirie  effeftual  fupport :  No  fooner  was  it  known 
that  the  lieut.  governor  had  a  provifion  of  £.200 
a  year  made  for  hini  out  of  the  revenue,  than  he 
was  advifed  in  the  Bofton  Gazette  to  refign  all 
pretenfions  to  a  feat  sn  council,  either  .with  or 
without  a  voice.  The  temper  of  the  people 
may  be  furely  learnt  from  that  infamous  paper  5 
it  is  the  very  thing  that  forms  their  temper  ;  for 
if  they  are  not  in  the  temper  of  the  writer  at  the 
time  of  the  publication,  yet  it  is  looked  upon  as 
the  ORACLE,  and  they  loon  bring  their  temper 
to  it.  Some  of  the  lateft  of  them  are  very  expreL 
five,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  fending  them, 
as  I  imagine  they  fomehow  or  other  find  their 
way  to  you  :  But  I  cannot  but  apprehend  from 
thefe  papers  and  from  hints  that  arc  thrown  out, 
that  if  the  petition  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Majefty 
and  their  letters  to  divers  noble  Lords  fhould 
fail  of  fuccels,  ft) me  people  will  be  mad  enough 
do  go  to  extremities.  The  com  mi  (Tinners  of  the 
cuftoms  have  already  been  openly  affronted, 
the  governor’s  company  of  Cadets  have  come  to 
a  refolution  not  to  wait  on  him  (as  u fual)  on  the 
day  of  Genera!  Election  the  2fth  inflant  if 
thole  genrlemen  arc  of  the  company.  And  the 
To'mi  of  Boflon  have  palled  a  Vote  that Kancu- 
il-Hall  (in  which  the  governor  and  his  company 
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Wuallydine  on  that  day)  flnll  not  be  opened  to 
him  it  the  commiflioners  are  invited  to  dine  With 
him.  A  lift  of  counfellors  has  within  a  Few 
days  part  been  printed  and  dilperfed  by  way  of 
fneer  on  Lord  Shelburne's  letter,  made  np  of 
king’s  officers  ;  which  lift,  the  writer  Lays,  if 
adopted  at  the  next  general  election  may  take 
away  all  grounds  of  complaint,  and  may  poffibly 
prove  a  healing  and  very  falurary  meafure.  The 
lieutenant  governor  is  at  the  head  of  this  lift>they 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  put  hie  next,  the 
eomrnilfioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  all  in  the  lift 
Except  Mr.  "Temple ,  and-  to  compleat  the  lift, 
they  ha*ve  added  fomc  of  the  waiters,  I  never 
thought  ’till  very  lately  that  theyafted  upon  any 
Jet  tied  plan,  nor  do  I  now  think  they  have  ’till 
of  late  ;  a  few,  a  very  few,  among  us  have 
planned  the  prefent  meafures,  and  the  govern^ 
ment  has  been  too  weak  to  fubdue  their  turbu¬ 
lent  fpirits.  Our  fituation  is  not  rightly  known  ; 
out  it  is  a  matter  Worthy  of  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tendon. 

I  am  with  the  greateft  reTpcff, 

Sir*  your  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  Servant, 

Andw.  Glivefc: 


* 
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(had  fake  proper  care  to  Forward 
your  Letter  to  Mr.  Ingerfol.  He 
.  nad. received  your  laft. 


JdeftoH 


Bojlon ,  13 tb  February ,  1 769. 


SIR, 


I  HAVE  your  very  obliging  favor  of  the  4th 
of  O&ober.  I  find  myfelf  conftrained  as 
well  by  this  letter  as  by  my  fon  and  daugh¬ 
ter  Spooner’s  letters  fince,  to  render  you  my 
mod  Gneere  thanks  for  the  very  polite  notice  you 
have  taken  of  them  ;  and  I  pray  my  mod  rcf- 
peftful  compliments  to  the  good  lady  your  mo¬ 
ther,  whofe  friendly  reception  of  them  at  Non- 
fuch  has,  I  find  engaged  the  warmed  efieem 
and  refpeft— He  hath  wrote  us  that  he  had  a 
profpeft  of  fueceeding  in  the  bufinefs  he  went 
Upon  ;  but  the  lad  letter  we  had  was  from  her 
of  the  23d  of  November,  acquainting  us  that  he 
had  been  very  ill,  but  was  getting  better.  She 
writes  as  a  perfon  overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
kindnefs  they  had  met  with,'  in  a  place  where 
they  were  drangers,  on  this  trying  occafion. 

*  You  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  King’s 
troops,  the  quiet  reception  . they  met  with  among 
us  was  not  at  all  furprizing  to  me.— I  am  forry 
there  was  any  occafion  for  fending  them.  F  rom 
the  addrefs  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  council  to 
General  Gage,  it  might  be  fnppofed  there  was 
none.  I  have  feen  a  letter  from  our  friend  In- 
gerfoll  with  this  paraphrafe  upon  it — “  We  hope 
that  your  Excellency  obferving  with  your  own 
'  eyes  now  the  troops  are  among  us,  ’cmr  peacea¬ 
ble  and  quiet  behaviour,  Vvill  be' ‘  convirrcetl  rbat 
(hat  wicked  G - r  B— --v*d  fold  a  fib  fn  lay¬ 

ing,  We  ^erc  not  fo  'before4 the^’carnh.” 


I  have  given  you  the  fenfe  of  a  ftranger  on  a 
Cngle  paragraph  ot  this  addrefs,  bccaufe  I  fuf- 
my  own  opinion  ofit,  ’till  I  found  it  thus 
Confirm’d — If  you  have  the  news-papers  con- 
ta  ning  the  a.iJrefsypur  own  gpod  fenfe  will  lead 
you  to  ma  t  fume  other  remarks  upon  it,  as  well 
as  to  trace  the  influence  under  which  it  feems  to 
have  been  penned.  The  diflurbers  of  our  peace 
take  great  advantage  of  fuch  aids  from  people  in 
office  and  power— The  Heutenant  governor  ha^ 
Communicated  to  me  your  iet,ter  containing  an, 
account  of  the  debates  in  parliament  on  the  firfl: 
day  of  the  feffioD  We  loon  expe&  their  deciflon 
on  American  afTajrs,  fome  I  doubt  not  with  fear  and, 
trembling—  fet  1  have  very  lately  had  eccafion 
to  know,  that  be  the  determination  of  parliament 
what  it  will,  it  is  the  determination  of  fome  to 
agree  to  no  terms  that  (hall  remove  u$  from  our 
old  foundation.  This  confirms  me  in  an  opinion, 
that  I  have  taken  up  a  long  time  fince,  that  if 
there  be  no  way  to  take  off  the  original  incendi¬ 
aries,  they  will  continue  to  inflill  their  poifon  in¬ 
to  the  minds  of  the  people  through  the  vehicle 
of  the  BOSTON  GAZETTE. 

in  ypur  letter  to  the  lieutenant  governor  you 
obferve  upon  two  defers  in  our  conflitution,  the 
popular  eleftioa  of  the  Council,  and  the  return 
of  Juri:  s  by  the  Towns.  The  firft  of  tfiefe  a *» 
rifes  from  the.  Charter  itfelf;  the  latter  from  our 
provincial  Laws.  The  method  of  appointing  our 
Grand  Juries  lies  open  to  management.  ^Whoe¬ 
ver  pleafes,  nominates  them  at  our  town-meet¬ 
ings;  by  -this  means  oqe  who  was  fuppos’d  to  be: 
a  principal  in  the  Riots  of  the  10th  of  June  lafi, 
was  upon  that  Jury  whofe  buiinefs  it  was  to  in¬ 
quire. 


X 
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^uire  into  them  :  Bat  the  provincial  legiflafure 
hath  made  fufficient  provifion  for  the  return  of 
Petit  Juries  by  their  aft  of  sjd  Geo.  2d,  which 
requires  the  federal  towns  to  take  lifis  of  all  per¬ 
sons  liable  by  Saw  to  fervj,  and  forming  themin- 
to  two  claffes,  put  their  names  written  oh  fepara  e 
papers  into  two  different  Boxes,  one  for  the  Iir- 
perior  court  and  the  other  For  the  inferior  :  And 
when  veniries  are  iffued,  the  number  therein  re- 
‘quired  are  to  be  drawn  out  in  open  town*  meet¬ 
ing,  no  perfon  to  ferVe  oftner  than  once  in  three 
years — The  method  of  appointing  Grand  Juried 
appears  indeed  defeftive  ;  but  if  the  other  is  not 
it  may  be  imputed  to  the  times  rather  than  to  the 
deffeft 
ries  no 

« 

fcxpeft 

As  (  ... 

of  opinion  that  neither  the  popular  eleftions  in 
this  province,  nbr  their  appointment  .in  what  are 
called  the  royal  governments  by  the  King’s  man¬ 
damus;  are  free  from  exceptions,  cfpecially  if  the 
council  as  a  legiflative  body  is  intended. to  anfwet 
the  idea  of  the  houfe  of  lords  in  the  Britifh  Ie- 
giflature.  There  they  are  fuppos’d  to  be  a  free 
and  independent  body,  and  on  their  being  fuch 
the  ftrength  and  firrrinefs  of  the  conftitution  does 
Very  much  depend :  whereas  the  eleftion  or  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  councils  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned  renders  them  altogether  dependent  on 
their  condiments.  The  King  is  the  fountain  of 
honour,  and  as  fuch  the  peers  of  the  realm  derive 
their  honours  from  Him  ;  but  then  they  hold 
them  by  a  furer  tenure  than  the  provincial  conn- 

fell  or  3  who  arc  appointed  by  mandamus.  On 

£  2  this 


of  the  laws — that  neither  the  Grand  Ju- 
1*  the  Petit  Juries  have  of  late  anfwered  the 
ations  of  government.  .  > 

to  the  appointment  of  the  council,  I  am 
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the  other  hand,  our  popular  ele&ions  very  often 
expofe  them  to  contempt  ;  for  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  the  reprefentatives,  when  they 
find  the  council  a  little  untra&able  at  the  elofl 
of  the  year,  to  remind  them  that  May  is  at  hand. 

It  may  be  accounted  by  the  colonies  as  dan¬ 
gerous  to  admit  of  any  alterations  in  their  charters, 
as  it  is  by  the  governors  in  the  church  to  make 
any  in  the  eftablifhmenr  •  yet  to  make  the  re¬ 
semblance  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Britifli  par* 
Jiament,  fome  alteration  is  neceflary. 

It  is  not  requifite  that  I  know  of,  that  a 
counfcllor  ihou  d  be  a  freeholder  j  his  refidence 
according  to  the  charier  is  a  fufficient  qualifies* 
tion  ;  for  that  provides  only,  that  he  be  an  inha¬ 
bitant  0;  or  proprietor  of  lands  within  the  diflridi 
for  which  he  is  chofen  :  whereas  the  peers  of 
the  realm  fit  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  as  I  take  it, 
in  virtue  of  their  baronies.  Jf  there  fliould  be  a 
reform  of  any  of  the  colony  charters  with  a  view 
to  keep  up  the  refemblance  of  the  three  eflates 
in  England,  the  legiflative  council  fhou’d  confift 
of  men  of  landed  eflates  ;  but  as  our  landed 
eflates  here  are  fmall  at  prefent,  the  yearly  value 
of  £.  100  fterling  per  annum  might  in  fome  of 
them  at  leaf!  be  a  fufficient  qualification.  As  our 
eflates  are  partable  after  the  deceafe  of  the  pro¬ 
prietor.  the  honour  could  not  be  continued  in 
families  as  inEngland  :  It  might  however  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  appointee  quam  diu  bene  fe gejjfer it t 
and  proof  be  required  of  fome  tnaUpraflice  be¬ 
fore  a  fufpewflon  or  removal.  Bankruptcy  al fo 
might  be  another  ground  for  removal.  A  fmall 
legiflative  council  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of 
government ;  but  it  might  tend  to  weaken  that 

levelling 
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levelling  principle,  which  is  cherifh’d  by  the  pre- 
fent  popular  conftitution,  to  have  an  honorary 
order  eftablifh’d,  out  of  which  the  council  fhou’d 
be  appointed.  There  is  no  way  now  to  put  a 
man  of  fortune  above  the  common  level,  and 
exempt  him  from  being  chofen  by  the  people 
into  the  lower  offices,  but  his  being  appointed  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  ;  this  is  frequently  done  when 
there  is  no  kind  of  expeftation  of  his  undertak¬ 
ing  the  fruit,  and  has  its  inconveniences.  For 
remedy  hereof  it  might  be  expedient  to  have  an 
order  of  Patricians  or  Efquires  inftituted,  to  be 
all  men  of  fortune  or  good  landed  eftates,  and 
appointed  by  the  governor  with  the  advice  of 
council,  and  enroll’d  in  the  fecretary’s  office, 
who  fhou*d  be  exempted  from  the  lower  offices 
in  government  a-  the  juftiees  now  are  ;  and  to 
have  the  legislative  council  ( which  in  the  firjl 
injlance  might  be  nominated  by  the  Crowti)  from 
time  to  time  fill’d  up,  as  vacancies  happen  out  of 
this  order  of  men,  who,  if  the  o&ler  confided 
only  of  men  of  landed  eftates,  might  cleft,  as 
the  Scottifh  peers  do,  only  referving  to  theKing’s 
governor  a  negative  on  (uch  choice.  1  he  King 
in  this  cafe  wou’d  be  ftill  acknowledged  as  the 
fountain  of  honour,  as  having  in  the  firft  inftance 
the  appointment  of  the  perfons  enroll’d,  out  of 
whom  the  council  are  to  be  chofen,  and  finally 
having  a  negative  on  the  choice.  Or,  the  King 
might  have  the  immediate  appointment  by  man¬ 
damus  as  at  prefent  in  the  royal  governments. 
As  the  gentlemen  of  the  council  would  rank 
above  the  body  from  which  they  are  taken,  they 
might  bear  a  title  one  degree  above  that  of  efqui;  , 
Befides  this  legiflative  council,  a  privy  council 

might 
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might  he  eflablifh’d,  t®  confifl  of  fome  or  all  of 
khole  perfons  who  conflitute  the  Icgiflaiive  coun¬ 
cil, and  of  other  perfons  members  ot  the  houfe  of 
reprelentatives  or  otherwife  Ot  note  or  diltin£tion  ; 
which  wou’d  extend  the  honours  of  government, 
and  afford  opportunity  of  diflinguilhing  men  of 
Chat  after  and  reputation,  the  expectation  of  which 
Wou’d  make  government  more  refpectable. 

I  wou’d  not  trouble  you  with  thefe  reveries 
Cf  mine,  were  1  nor  affured  of  your  readinefe 
to  forgive  the  communication,  although  yoti 
could  apply  it  to  no  good  piirpofe. 

Mr  Spooner  Fent  me  a  pamphlet  under  a  blank 
Cover,  intituled,  “  the  fate  of  the  nation”.  I  run 


over  it  by  myfelf  before  1  had  heard  any  one 
mention  it,  and  tho’t  I  cou’d  evidently  mark  the 
fentiments  of  fome  of  my  friends.  By  what  I 
have  fince  heard  and  feem  it  looks  as  if  I  was 
hot  miftakem  Your  right  honorable  friend  I 
trufl  will  not  be  offended  if  I  call  him  mine — 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  when  I  term  you  luch — - 
1  have  fettled  it  for  a  long  time  in  my  Own  mind 
that  without  a  reprefebtation  in  the  fupreme  le- 
jgiflature,  there  cannot  be  that  union  between  the 
head  and  the  members  as  to  produce  a  healthful 
conftitution  of  the  whole  body.  I  have  doubted 
whether  this  Union  could  be  perfe&ed  by  the 
firfl  experiment.  The  plan  here  exhibited  feems 
to  be  formed  in  geberoUs  and  moderate  princi¬ 
ples,  and  bids  the  faireft  of  aby  I  have  yet  feen 
to  be  adopted.  Such  a  great  deilgb  may  as  ia 
painting  require  frequent  touching  before  it  be¬ 
comes  d  piece  highly  finifft’d  ;  and  after  all  may 
require  the  miiiorating  hand  of  time  to  make  it 
pleafe  univer Tally.  Thus  the  Bruifh  conftitu- 

tioil 
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^ion  conftder’d  as  without  the  colonies  attained 
it’s  glory.  The  book  I  had  Tent  me  is  in  fuch 
2*eqiieft,  that  J  have  not  been  able  to  keep  it 
long 'enough  by  me,  to  confider  it  in  all  its  parts'. 
I  wifh  to  hear  how  it  is  receiv’d  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons.  I  find  by  the  publications  both  of 
governor  Pownall  and  Mr.  Bol Ian,  that  they  each 
pf  them  adopt  the  idea  of  an  union  and  repre¬ 
sentation,  and  I  think  it  mud  more  and  more 

.  j  » 

prevail.  The  argument  againft  it  from  local  in- 
conveniency,  mult  as  it  appears  to  me  be  more 
than  balanc’d  by  greater  inconveniencies  on  the. 
other  fide  the  queltion,  the  great  difficulty  wilt 
be  in  the  terms  of  union. — I  add  no  more,  as  I 
fear  1  have  already  trefpafs’d  much  on  your, 
time  and  patience,  but  that  I  am. 

Sir,  your  obliged  and  moft 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

Andw#  Oliver. 


New-Yark?  nth  Augufi,  1 7  69. 

S  I  R, 

IH^VE  been  in  this  city  for  fometime  pad 
executing  (with  others)  his  Majefly’s  com- 
million  for  fettling  the  boundary  between  this 
province  and  that  of  New-Jerfey.  I  left  Bofloti 
the  nth  July,  fin.ee  which  my  advices  from 
London  have  come  to  me  very  imperfeft  ;  hut 
as  my  friend  Mr.  Thompfon  writes  me  that  he 
had  drawn  up  my  cafe  and  with  your  approba¬ 
tion  laid  it  before  the  D,  of  Grafton,  1  think  it 

needful 
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needful  once  more  to  mention  this  bufinefs  to 

yon. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  the  author 
nty  of  government  might  have  been  eafily  reftor 
red  ;  but  while  it’s  friends  and  the  officers  of 
the  crown  are  left  to  an  abjeft  dependance  on 
thefe  very  people  who  are  undermining  it's  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  while  thefe  are  fuffered  not  only  to 
go  unpunifhed,  but  on  the  contrary  meet  with  all 
kind  of  fupport  and  encouragement,  it  cannot 
be  expe&ed  that  you  will  ever  again  recover  that 
refpeft  which  the  colonies  had  been  wont  to  pay 
the  parent  (fate.  Government  at  home  will 
deceive  itfelf,  if  it  imagines  that  the  taking  off 
the  duty  on  glafs,  paper  and  painter’s  colors  will 
work  a  reconciliation,  and  nothing  more  than  this, 
as  I  can  learn,  is  propofed  in  Ld.  H’s  late  cir^ 
cular  letter.  It  is  the  principle  that  is  now  diA 
puted  ;  the  combination  againft  importation  ex- 
tends  to  tea,  although  it  comes  cheaper  than  ever, 
as  well  as  to  the  other  forementioned  articles. 
In  Virginia  it  is  extended  lately  to  wines ;  and  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  firft  leaders  in  thefe  mea- 
fures  in  Boflon  fay,  that  we  fhould  never  be 
upon  a  proper  footing  ’till  all  the  revenue  affs 
from  the  15th  Charles  2d  were  repealed.  Our 
aflembiy  in  the  Mafiachufetts  may  have  been 
more  illiberal  than  others  in  their  public  mefiages 
and  refolves  ;  yet  we  have  feme  people  among 
ns  dill  who  dare  to  fpeakin  favor ofgovcrnment : 
But  here  I  do  not  find  fo  much  as  one,  unlefs  it 
be  fiome  of  the  King's  fervants  ;  and  yet  my  bu- 
finefs  here  leads  me  to  ailbciate  with  the  bell. 
They  univerfally  approve  of  the  combination 
againfi  importing  of  goods-  from  Great-Britain 


unlefs 


C  3 S'  j1 

nnlefs  the  revenue  arts  are  repealed,  which  ap« 
pears  to  me  little  left  than  a  (Turning  a  negative  oil 
all  arts  of  parliament  which  they  do  not  like! 
They  fay  exprefly,  we  are  bound  by  none  made 
fince  our  emigration,  but  fuch  as  for  our  own 
convenience  we  choofe  to  fubmit  to  ;  fuch  for 
inftance  as  that  for  eflablilhing  a  poft-office. 
The  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Habeas  Corpus  Arts, 
they  fay  are  only  declaratory  of  the  common 
law  which  we  brought  with  us* 

Under  fuch  cirCumftance  as  thefe,  why  fhould 
I  with  to  expofe  myfelf  to  popular  reieritmerit  ? 
Were  I  to  receive  any  thing  out  of  the  revenue, 
I  muft  expert  to  be  abufed  for  it.  Nor  do  t 
find  that  our  chief  juftice  has  received  the^£.2o<> 
granted  him  for  that  fervice  ;  and  yet  the  aflem- 
bly  have  this  year  withheld  his  ufual  grant,  moft 
probably  becaufe  he  has  fuch  a  warrant  from  the 
crown.  *  " 

With  regard  to  my  negotiations  with  Mr.  Ro¬ 
gers,  I  did  in  conformity  to  your  opinion  make 
an  apology  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pownall  for  men** 
tioning  it,  and  there  fubmitred  it.  I  hear  it  has 
been  fince  talk’d  of ;  but  unlefs  I  could  be  allur¬ 
ed  in  one  fhape  or  other  of  ^.300  per  annum, 
with  the  other  office,  I  would  not  chule  to  quit 
what  I  have.  1  have  no  ambition  to  be  diitin- 
guiffied,  if  I  am  only  to  be  held  up  as  a  roar^ 
of  popular  envy  or  refentrnenr.  I  was  in  hopes 
before  now  through  the  intervention  of  your 
good  offices  to  have  received  fonie  mark  of  favor 
from  your  good  friend ;  but  the  time  is  not  yet 
come  to  expert  it  through  that  channel !  I  will 

F  however 
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however  rely  on  your  friend  fh’p,  whenever  you 
Can  with  propriety  appear  in  forwarding  my  in- 
tcreft,  or  preventing  any  thing  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  it. 

If  Mr.R.  has  intereft  enough  to  obtain  the 
fecretary’s  place,  I  fhall  upon  receiving  proper 
fecurity  think  myfelf  in  honor  bound  to  lecond 
his  views,  though  I  have  none  at  prefent  from 
him  but  a  conditional  note  he  formerly  wrote  me. 
If  he  is  not  like  to  fucceed,  and  my  fon  Daniel 
could  have  my  place,  I  would  be  content  unlels 
affairs  take  a  different  turn  to  refign  in  his  favor, 
whether  adminiftration  fhould  think  proper  to 
make  any  further  provifion  for  me  or  not.  And 
yet  I  never  thought  of  withdrawing  myfelf  from 
the  fervice,  while  there  appeared  to  me  any  proff 
peft  of  my  being  able  to  promote  it. 

If  I  have  wrote  with  freedom,  I  confider  I 
am  writing  to  a  friend,  and  that  I  am  perfe&ly 
fafe  in  opening  myfeif  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  refpett, 

Sir,  your  moll  obedient, 

humble  fervant, 

Andw.  Oliver. 


fHi-n  » 
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Dear  Sir, 
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TriE  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  have  met 
with  every  infuit  fince  their  arrival  at 
Bolton,  and  at  laft  have  been  obliged  to  feek  pro¬ 
tection  on  board  his  Majefly’s  fbip  Romney  : — 
Mr.  Hallowed,  the  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms 
who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you  this  Let¬ 
ter,  will  "inform  you  of  ntafiy  particulars  ;  he  it 
fent  by  the  Board  with  their  letters  to  Govern¬ 
ment.  Unlefs  we  have  immediately  two  or  three 
regiments,  ’tis  the  opinion  of  all  the  friends  to 
government,  thatBoffon  will  be  in  open  rebellion . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greateft 
refpeft  and  warmed:  regard. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod:  faithful 
'  and  oblig’d  fervant, 

CHAS.  PAXTON. 


On  board  his  Majefty’sl 
Ship  Romney,  Boftoo  > 
Harbour,  20tb  June,  68.  J 
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Bojlon,  "Decent .  lilh  1768, 
My  Dear  Sir, 

*  #  ,  *  '  *  (  1  \  *  •  f 

I  Wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  and  Ad  not  then 
think  of  troubling  you  upon  any  private 
affair  of  mine,  at  lead:  not  fo  fuddeniy  ;  but 
within  this  day  or  two,  I  have  had  a  converfatibn 
1  with  Mr.  Oliver,  fecretary  of  the  province,  thfc 
defign  of  which  was  my  fucceeding  to  the  pc>d 
he  holds  from  the  crown,  upon  the  idea,  that 
provision  would  be  made  for  governor  Bernard, 
.and  the  lieutenant  governor  would  fucceed~to 
the  chair,  then  the  fecretary  is  defirous  of  being 
lieutenant  governor,  and  if  in  any  way,  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  could  be  annexed  to  the 
appointment.  You  are  fenfible  the  appointment 
is  in  one  department,  and  the  grant  of  money 
in  another  ;  now  the  prefent  lieutenant  governor 
has  an  aflignmment  of  £.200  a  year  upon  the 
cufloms  here  ;  he  has  not  received  any  thing 
from  it  as  yet,  and  is  doubtful  if  he  fhall  ;  he 
has  no  doubt  ©f  its  laple  to  the  crown,  if  he  has 
the  chair  ;  if  then  by  any  interefi:  that  fum 
could  be  affigned  to  Mr.  Oliver  as  lieutenant 
governor,  and  if  he  fhould  be  allowed  (as  has 
been  ufual  for  all  lieutenant  governors)  to  hold 
the  command  of  the  caftle,  that  would  be  another 
£100.  Th  is  would  compleat  the  fecretary’s 
views  ;  and  he  thinks  his  public  fervices,  the 
injuries  he  has  received  in  that  fervice,  and  the 
favorable  fenriments  entertained  of  him  by  go¬ 
vernment,  may  lead  him  to  thefe  views,  and  he 
hopes  for  the  interefi  of  his  friends.  The  place 
uf  fecretary  is  worth  £  200  a  year,  but  is  a 
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\vent  fo  far  as  toxonverfe  with  Teveral  men  of 
intereft  upon  it/tho’  I  rrever  had  an  opportunity 
to  mention  it'  to  you  after  I  recovered  my 
illnefs — -I  hope  you  will  allow  me  your  influ¬ 
ence,  ind  by  extending  it  at  the  treafury,  to 
-facilitate  ihe  afllgnmedt  of  the  ^.2©o  a  . year,  it 
will  be  ‘ferving  the  fecretary,  and  it  will  very 

-'much  oblige  me. - The  fecretary  is 

'advanced  in  life,  rho’  much  more  fo  in  health, 
wh.ch  has  been*  mudr  impaired  by  the  injuries 
he  received, 'and  he  willies  to  quit. the  more  a&ive 
fcenes  ;  fcrexotffiders  this  as  a  kind  of  otium  cum 
dignitate; and  fiom  merits  one  may  think  he  has 
a  claim  to  it.  I  will  mention  to  you  the  gentle¬ 
men,  who  are  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
whofe  favourable  approbation  I  have  had.  Go¬ 
vernor  Pownall,  Mr.  John  Pownall,  and  Dr, 
Franklin.— My  lord  Hillsborough  is  not  unac¬ 
quainted' with  it— I  have  fince  I  have  been  here, 
wrote  Mr.  Jackfon  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  have 
by  this  veflel  wrote  Mr.  Mauduit.  I  think  my 
chara&er  (lands  fair— I  have  not  been  without 
application  to  public  affairs,  and  have  acquired 
fome  knowledge  of  our  provincial  affairs^nd  not- 
withftanding  our  many  free  converfations  in  Eng¬ 
land,  1  am  confidered  here  as  on  government 
fide,  for  which  I  have  been  often  traduced  both 
publicity  and  privately,  and  very  lately  have  had 
two  or  three  flaps.  The  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  negoci- 
ation,  and  1  meet  their  approbation  ;  all  is  upon 

•  the  idea  the  governor  is  provided  for;  and  there 

/  ftiall 


.  mmmmmm  mmmmrmunsrn 


ftall  by  any  means  be  a  vacancy  of  the  lieuf  go- 
vernor  s  place.  I  have  gone  fo  far,  as  to  fay  to 
fome  of  my  friends,  that  rather  than  not  fucceed  • 

I  would  agree  to  pay  the  fecretary  £.  i  oo  a  year 
out  of  the  office  to  make  up  £-%oo  provided  he 
could  obtain  only  the  alignment  of  f.200—  but 
the  other  propofal  would  to  be  fure  be  molt  eli¬ 
gible.  1  (carceknow  any  apology  to  make  for 
troubling  you  upon  the  lubjeft  ;  the  friendfhip  * 
you  (hewed  me  in  London,  and  the  favourable  ' 
expreffions  you  made  ufeof  to  the  lieut.  governor 
in  my  behalf  encourage  me,  befides  a  fort  of 
egotifm,  which  inclines  men  to  think  what  they 
wifti  to  be  real.  I  fubmit  myfelf  to  the  enquiries 
of  any  of  my  countrymen  in  England,  but  I 
fhould  wi(h  the  matter  may  be  (ecret  .’till  it  is 
effected. 


I  am  with  very  great  refpeft  and  regard,  my 
dear  fir.  Your  mod  obedient,  and 

mod  humble  (ervant, 

••  •  *'  *  .  •  * 

NATH.  ROGERS, 


* 


